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The Ackerman-Brinkerhoff House
184 Essex Street
Hackensaek, Bergen County, New Jersey

Coners Carl €. end Catherine Simonsen
Date of Erecitlions 1696 and 1704
Architect: Unknown

Bullders: Abraham Ackerman (original owner), with
sons Gerret and David

Present Condition: West wing demolished about 1865
and replaced by precsent frame construction,
Window sash and mantels replasced about
1800, Garret partitions, dormer windows,
and coluamns at front door are not original

Number of Stories: One, wlith garret and cellar

Materials of Construction:

Foundatlon ~ stone wmasonry

Exterior walls -« coursed ashlar stone
masonry front, broken-range ends
and rear

Interior walls - 3tone masonry party-
wall and frame partitions

Chimneys - brick, bullt into inside
of gable end walls

Roof - gambrel, with wide spread front
and rear eaves

Historical Data:

Carved in a stone in the cenbtral part
of the east gable end of this valuable surviving
example of Bergen County Dutch-Colonial farmhouge
are the Initials A. A. M. G.8.M. D.A.K. and the
figures 1704, with some unicue ornamental symbols
of farming. From these clues, the ldentity of the
original owner and bullder of the house in that
year 1s determined as having been one Abraham
Ackerman, wlth his two elder sons Gerret and David
as assistants, '
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: The progenitor of thils family in
Amexlca appears as one David Ackerman from

the layory of Bosch, ¥rovince of MNorth Brabant,
Holland, who arrived 31 August 1662 at New
Amsterdam in the ship D!'Vos (The Fox) with his

wife and six chlldren, aged 2¢, 18, 16, 12, 8

and 6 yvears.(a) He died within seven months

after arrival, for on 26 April 1663 "Lysbet
Ackerman widow of David Ackcrman's apreared hefore
the Orphenmesters at the Clty Hall of New Amsterdam
and wes informed that she must file an inventory of
her late husband!s property.(b) In reduced
circumstances, the widow kept shop in her house in
the Harketfield Street.{c) David Aclisrman was one
of the few immigrants of that time who bore a
proper surname Lo distingulsh them from the class
of persons who were known individually only by the
patronymic. His surname I1s the Dutch word for -
husbandman or farmer, evidently the occupation of
his forefathers.(d)

Abraham? D, Ackerman, Tthe original
owner of this house as abovesaild, was horn
15 May 1659(e) in Holland, possibly in the
village of Berlicum In the Hayory of Hosch,

(a) BEolland Sec, .Y., Passensers to Hew Netherland,
1654-66, wubl., 1802, p. 22.

(b)) Soce Col. Dames W,Y,, Minutes of the Crphan-
masters of ¥ew Amsterdam, 1l855-863, publ, 1902,
Pe 242,

¢) Fernow, Records of Kew Anmsterdsm, V. 192 otc.
»

(d) David Ackermsn brought with kim to Few Amsterdam
1662 his six children: Lysheth b. 1642, m, Kler
Youterss Annelzen b, 1844, m, 1664 Danlel F. Hennion;
David b, 1646, o, 1710-24 1in Hackensacl, Bergen [o.s
HeJes Lourens b. 1650, d. before 1707 therej;Lodewyck-
he 1654, resa. to 1708 Hackensack, removed to Phillips-
burss HeYe and Avraham, D. 1856 or 1659, of whon
further, (¥Wm., Helson, Hist., City Paterson and Co,.
Passaic, 1901, v, 333).

(e} Cn the reverse of an oll painting of a man plowing
a field is inscribed in Dutch: Abraham Ackerman born
Kay 15th A.D. 1659, with a plous verse., (Papcrs and
Froceedings Bergen Historical Soc., V, 17.)
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Province of North Brabant, voungest of the six
children of David Ackerman, and came with the
family to New Amsterdam in 1662 as above stated,
Cn 28 June 1683 he was married to Aeltjs Van
loaer In IMlatbush, Kings County, L.I., New York,
& daughter of Adrian Van Laer and wife Abigel
Verplanck, the baans having been oublished at
the Duteh church in Dergen (Jersey City), on 28
iay preceeding, on account of the bridegroom!s
residence being there.(f)

On lst april 184, Aeltje Van laer,
wife of Abraham Ackerman, was recelved as s
member of the church at Berpen, on certificate
from Hidwout (¥latbush, L.T.), 2nd on 3 October
1696 she was dismissed to the church at Hackensack.
On the same date, Abrsham Ackerman was recelved as
a member of the latier church on meking his cohfes-
slon of falith, and on & January 1697 Aeltje Van
faren, wife of Abraham dclterman, was therc
received by letter from the Bergen church. These
dats establish the fact that Abraham Ackerman Gid
not settle at Hackensack until 1696, at least ten
vears after his three brecthers, David, Lourens and
Lodewyck, who were recorded members of the Haclitensack
church at its organization in 1686.(g) In 1689 he

(f) Holland Soc. F.Y., Harrviage Records, Ref. Frobt.
Duteh fhurch of Pergen, N.J., publ. 1%14: "Banng
registered 13 llay 1l6B3: Abraham Ackerman, single
man, Ifrom Berlicum in the lilery of Tois le Due, and
Aaltje Van laer, nmalden, from Hew York, Recelved
certificate May 27 to Erooklyn; married May 28",

¢cf. Ibid., Recoprds of Dutch Ch. ¥latbush, publ,
1898, viz, 28 Junc 1683 - Abm. Akkerman to Aeltje V.
Laren,

(g) Collections Holland Soc. N.YV., Records of the
Ref., Putch Chs,. of Hackensack and Schraalenburgh,
Wedes publ, 1891,




HARS 1] T w7

Page 4 CONJ
2. HaeK

Owned a tract of land adjacent to the south~
west line of the 295 acres extending from the
EFackenssclt to the Saddle River which his
brother Lourens Ackerman then occupied,(h)

It is likely That Abraham Ackerman
bullt his first home in 1€95-86, apparently
the now demolished west wing of the hcuse
here considered, in which case the 1704 dated
eastern end of the main house was an eddition
made in that year, hls family having increased
from six to twelve living children, between
1696 and 1706,(1) No probabte on his estate is

{(h) Deed dated 10 kzrch 1689, John Berry of
Coes Bergen, H.J., to Lowrance Ackerman of Co,
figsex, recorded in Bergen (Cc. Deed Eook A,

pe 207, This tract lay in New Barbadoes Tup.
which was get off from Essex fo, Lo Bergen Lo,
in 1710, No deed conveying land te JSbraham
Ackerman is found on record,

(1) Abraham® Ackerman and wife Aeltje Van Laer
had 14 children (the first 7 born in Rergen

and bvapt. recorded in R.D. Che of F.¥,C., the
8th born and bapt. In Bergen, and the last 6
born and bapt. In hackenssck, H.J.) viz. l.
David bp. 1l Moy 1684, d. 1760 at Paramus, 2,
Gerret bp. 3 Hay 1685, 4, 1787-62 at Saddle
River, 3., Abilgail bp. 19 Jan., 1687, m, Andries
lfoprer and Dirclk Brinkerhoff, 4. Lysbeth bp. 19
May 1689, m. Johannes Dorerws, 5. Johannes bp.
16 Sep. 1690, bur., 29 Get. 1620, 6 Annelien bp.
27 Dec. 1691, m. Thomes Doremuas, 7. Anna Haria
bp., 12 July 1693, bur., 24 Jan, 1696, 8 Adrian bp.
26 lisr,. 1695, living 1In Hackensack 1742, 9.
Johannes bpe. 15 Hov., 1696, d. 18 June 1760 at
Paremus, 10. Gelyn bpe. in Dec. 1697, living in
Hackensack 1744, 11, Anne Marie bpe. 6 Apr. Y705,
m. Albartus Terhuyne, 12, Abraham 0p. 22 Feb.
1702, living in Hackensack 1745, 13 Ssrah bp. 21
Jan, 1705, m. Cornelius Toers, and 14, Lourens b.
about 1706, of whom further. (Vm, Nelson, Hist,
City Paterson & Co. Passalc, 1901, p, 335. ¥.Y.
Genezl. Blogr. Hecord X and ¥I. FHolland Soc.
Na¥e 1813 and 1915, Collections LHolland Soe.
Wo¥., 1891).

ey
o
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foand on record, and accordingly the date of
his death after 17235 has not been estimated.
It ig spparent from the records of suhsequent
transfers of this property that it passed
from this Abraham Ackerman to hls youngest son
Lourens, and aspparently because his elder sons
David and Johannes had already removed from
Hackensacl toc Paramus and Gerrit to 3addle River,

Tourens? Lckerman(j), born about 17086,
voungest of the six sons and fourteen children
of Abraham Ackermon, the original owney of this
house in Hackensack, evidently succeeded his
parents In possession thereof, by some transier
not found on record, ag indlicated by the succeed-~
ing chain of title to the property.

For, vy his wlll dated 30 HMarch 1770
and proved 19 December 1782, lawrens Ackerman of
Bergen County, yeoman, alter providing for his
wife CGeesje the use of hls estate and begueathing
50 pounds each to his grandchildren Lawrence and
Catrientje, "the children of my son Abram," devised
"to my son's son named lagrence Ab. Ackerman the
plantation where I 1live and the place czlled
Calcoon Heck and the cedar swamp," reculiring him
to pay 200 pounds to his Aunt Grietje Huysman and
100 pounds to his sister Catrintie Ackerman,

The residue of hizs lands he devised to the &wo
grandchildren abovenamed and to his daughter
Grietje wife of Isac Huysman, and named exXecutors;
his wife Geesje, son-~in-law Isasc Huysmsn, and
John Terhune, (X)

#hbram Aclzerman and wife Aeltle asre recorded as
sponsors at the baptism of grandson Abram Ackerman
5 lay 1723 at Hackensack Church.(g)

(j) Laurens Akkerman, single man, and Geesje Paxlus-
sen (sic) maiden, both living in Hackensack, were
marrled 27 Uct, 1727. She was bap. 2 Scpte. 170€

there, dau,., of Harten raulse and largrietje liestervelt,
The children of Lourens Akkerman and Geesje liartense
were: Margrletje b, 10 Feb., bp. 9 Mar. 1729, mar. 3
Nov, 1748 Isace Huysmen of Hackensacky and Abraham

spe 7 Septe 1735, (Collections Holland Soc. N.Y. puble
1891).

(k) Abstract of Will publ, in ¥.J. Archives, XXXV, 10,
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Abraham? Ackemman, bapbized 7 September
1735 at the Duteh Church in Hackensack, only son
of Leurens Ackerman and wife CGcesje liartenge
Pauluson abovenamed, married Anite Poulese {Paulu=-
son)and had a son Laurens A. Baptized 2 September
1759 and a deughter Catrientje. o record of
his estate appears in the files of probates in
Bergen County, and from the fact that he 1is
mentioned only as father of the devisee of the
homestead in the will of Inlsg father in 1770 as
above cited, i1t may bs assumed that he¢ was then
deceased.,

Tourens® 4. Ackerman, bapbized 2
September 1752, only son of Abraham Ackerman
sbovenamed, and devisse o0f the homesitead under
the terms of the will of his grandfather Lourens
Ackerman in 1770, evidently held the same at the
dete of his will, 5 March 1822, proved 7 NMay
following.

Describling himself as Lawrence A.
Ackerman of the Township of Hew Barbadoes,
County of Bergen, he devised to his wife Sophia
and three sons, lLawrence, John and Henry, various
household furniture, farm inplements, cattle,
horses, sheeu, wagons, a black woman, and "my
pew In the church at Hackensack", but mentloned
no real estate,(1l)

Accordingly by three deeds of cguiteclaim
dated 6 lMay 1822, the zald three sons and a
fourth, Hicholas, divided his landed property.
Thus, Lawrence L. Ackerman and wife Phebe and
Wicholas L. Ackerman and wife liatilda, all of
Bergen County, conveyed to John L. and Henry L.
Ackerman of same nlace, for §5, cerbain tract
of land in New Barbadoes Townchlp, including "the
0ld homestead"., The lines of this are therein
degeribed ag Deglnning at the southwesgt corner of
land belonging to the Duteh Reformed Church of

(1) Lourens ia. Ackerman and wife Sophia Lozier

had children bapt, at The Ref. Duteh ¢he of Hackensack
viz. Jacob bp. 23 Cet., 1785, Lourens bp. 10 Jan. 1793,
Johannes %p. 7 July 1795, Nikolas bp. 20 July 17¢8

end Hendrik bp. in Apr. 1201,
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Hackensack, thence N, 18E 1,22; 8. 72 £ 11,

We V¥, 2,04, ¥ 40 W, 2, N7 W, 7, V. 28¥, 4

W, 0%, 5,26, I, 7ir. 13.17, I, 480 15 57.85,
and 5., 508 1l2.35, containing 90 acres, £ cuarters
and 3 perches., This ls the earliest descrintion
of this homestead by metes and tounds which
appears in the public records of transler, The
church property mentlcened therein was the parson-
age lot, not the church building whieh stands
some blocks eastward on the village "Green" of
Hackonsack. A 9% acre woodlot on Saddle River
was also conveyed by this deed,

But by deed of 10 WNovember 1825, the
grantees John I, Ackerman, with his wife Hester
and brother Henry L. Ackerman, all of HNew Barbadoes

N.T
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Township, Bergen County, conveyocd the homestead tract

of 96 acres there and a 9 3/4 acre woodlot on Saddle
River to Albert Brinkerhofi of Haoclensaclr Townshipst
for £5786, This grantee evidently purchrsed the
property for hls son Albert Brinkerhoff about the
time of the latter!s marriage, as 1s obvious from
his will dated 28 Ifay 1834, in which he, as "Albert
Brinkerhoft of the Township of Hackensack" deviscd
to bls son Albert Y"The Polliflflys farm now in his
possesslion and all the cattle, horses and farming
utensils belonging thereto, the red neck woodlandl,
and flve lots of woodland, maple swamp, and

meade. To his son Jdacob ne left "My old Heckensack
fal"m'.

But the son Albert A. Brinkerhof'f lost the
farm when the sherifl levied uvpon it after judgment
rendered by the Court of Coron Pleas in a suit
to recover debts of $1013,79 instltuted by Jacob
C. Terhune, and of $140,3L by John Hopper., Having
selzed the property, the sherliff sold and conveyed
it by deed of 15 January 1848 to Jacob I, Hopper
for (2207.50, he beoing highest bidder at the public
sale rold on 7 December 1847, =2t the "Yashington
Kension Iouse" in the village of Hackensack, describ-
ing the property as "Being the homestead farm of the

#Heckensack Townshlp lay on the cast side of the
Haclienszck River, whlle Hackensaclt village lay in
New Rarbadoes Township, on the west side. The
Polifly, in which lay this Ackerman fLarm, was the
region extending southward from the village, which

gy g = 3 1 3 T it i 3
Reme Frryiyee ip; Bolifly Boags pASS HEVR.PE.d8857C°
Twp, in 1825 and later the town of Haclkensack Dbecaime
coextensive with the latter. L.DeCo
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s2id albert A. Brinkerhofi" and as containing
anhout 80 adres.

Jubscquentlys by desed of 30 March
1860, this Jacob I, Hopper and wife Ann, of
Lodi Townsghic, conveyved the same 80 acre
"onestead Farm late of Albert A. Brinke rhoff"
to John H, and Kesla 4. Brinkerholf of Hew
Barbadoes Township, for :5578,.38, These grantees
conveyed the same properbty to John Hopper of the
city of Paterson, Hew Jersey, by their deed of
14 Cetober 1854, and re l2id out the farm in
builéing lots and strectis,

The executors of John Lopper, lalte of
Paterson, Nede, deceased, conveyed to the
Pollilfly Company by deed of 1¢ Joanuary 1889 in
consideration of 16,000, a tract "in the
village of Hackensack", extending some 950 feet
from g frontage on the northeast side cof Esszex
Street, and eastward across Railroad Avenue,
exclusive of the land sold by Hopper to the
Hackensack Rallroad Company in 1882, This
corperation (Frank B. Poor, presdt, ) conveyed
to Edward H. Poor, of the viliage of Fackensaclk,
six adjacent lots of those into which they had
parcelled the tract acquired as above stated,
by deed of lst July 1899, describing them as
having a frontege of 321 feet on the norih line
of Bsgex Streat, a depth of 205 feet to Sussex
Streci, and an eastward frontage of 283 feetb
on the MeJ. and HeYR.3. COey "with 211 and
singular the nouses, bulldings" ete.

This grantee, Xaward B, Poor, diled
at Liverpool, England, cn 29 July 1900, leaving
a will deated 19 January of same year, in which
he deseribes himeelf as of Mew orlk City. EHe
Geviged To hia wife lary V. Poor all the house-
hold goods in his house there and in "her house
ot Hackensack™ W.J., instructed his executors
to purchase the "homestead owned by ber in tho

#rrank B, Poor, b. 24 Apr, 1068 at Faclienzaclk,
resided bthere on Eszex 5t. near Terrace Ave. 1898,
hanker, presdt, Hackensacl Gas and Electric Co.,
son of Edward E, Poor, presdt. Hatlonal Park Banks
of ilew York City. {Bergen Cc, Domarest, History of
Uockensack, TeJe, 133,)
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village of Hackensack" for $25,000,.and authorized
them to sell it and any other real estate,(m)

Accordingly, by thelr deed of 23 October
1900, the widow and other execvtors of Edvard E. Poor,
deceased, late of New Narbadoes Townshlc, conveyed
to (his daughter) Emily Poor Hontgomery of that
place, for {7500 the same six lots described above,
on which stands the house hsre considered. Krs,
fontzomery, with her husband Willism 3,, conveyed
the ssme to John S, Hebon by deed of %0 July 1906,
2ll the parties being desecribed as of EHaclkensack
in Wew Barbadoes Townshlp. Mrs. labon was Garetta
Ve Cortelyou, a granddaughter of Albert A. Brinker-
hoff who owned and occupied this house from 1825
to 1848, His wife Altia (Hopper) was a descendant
of the original owner, Abrahem D, Aclierman for
whorm it was bullt In 1696-1704 as described above.
The old homestead thus returned to the family
again. (n)

The property passed to their daughters
dMiss Elizabeth llabon and ¥Mrs. A, J. L1Eeursuxst

(m) His son, lr. Horace F. Poor of 5Y Polifly Rd.,
Fseckensack, informs us 8 Aprll 1842 that the
house was conveyed to his sister Emily Pobr Hont-
gomery upon her marriage to Lieut, ¥Wm, S, MHont-
gomery U3 (who Lholated the Tilrst American flag
on the Iagland of Guam in the condquest of the
Philiigine Islands under idmiral Dewey). After
his resignation to enter law practice, they
resided in this house for two or bthree years
until removal to MNt. Kisco, T.¥Y. renting this
houge %o Iir, John 5, kabon, pregdt. Hudson

Trust Co, of Licboken, W.d., who purchased it
1906, Ilirs. liont omery now resides in Rath,
England.

'i‘fw'if@ of Lieutc 001. Alfred JQIL'HOQI’QUK, A.E.F.
They bullt the shingled frame house, adjacent to
the house here surveyed, around the corner, on
Newman ste, about 1822-24, He is a partner in
Ramsey and Morgan, attorniocs, K.Y.C. Her sister,
Liiss Elizabeth Habon lived in the old houszse untll
recently, and now elsewhere In Hackensack.(Horace
'e Poor, Hackensack, NeJe, 8 Avre. 1942, who also
reports that the old house 1s to he demclished,
much to his regret.)
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by 1936, and in 1942 was sold by the agents,
Charles I, Borg, Inc., of Hackensaclt, to Carl
C. and C.therine Simonsen, who will cccupy 1t
as & private residence.

Reference:

Segarch of title in Bergen County land
and probate records by the undersigned

Loi ] Bk

Supervising Historian

EpproMed:

mﬂM |

SEYAOUR WILLIANS, Feh,I,A,
Digtrict Officer

(n) ¢fe R.FBailey, Fre~Rev, Duitch Houses and
Families, 1936, p., 269,



